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Funded in part through the largess of the Summerfield G. Roberts
Foundation, this book considers the first people who lived in this
region. For more than ten thousand years, these ancestral Indians
or First or Native Americans lived along the Rio Grande and Nueces
where fresh water was plentiful. Through the endeavors of the
CHAPS Program we now know that the seemingly harsh interior
was successfully occupied and necessary resources such as stone
and salt moved widely in the region. The past two centuries
witnessed population changes with the arrival of new Native
Peoples who left their mark on the area. Today, their descendants
continue to call Texas home and share their legacy with the general
public through Powwows. Teachers will find in this book and the
CHAPS Program web page ways to bring this information to their
students.
Despite the significant role they have played in Texas history for nearly four hundred
years, the Lipan Apaches remain among the least studied and least understood tribal
groups in the West. Considered by Spaniards of the eighteenth century to be the
greatest threat to the development of New Spain's northern frontier, the Lipans were
viewed as a similar risk to the interests of nineteenth-century Mexico, Texas, and the
United States. Direct attempts to dissolve them as a tribal unit began during the
Spanish period and continued with the establishment of the Republic of Texas in 1836.
From their homeland in south Texas, Lipan migratory hunter-gatherer bands waged a
desperate struggle to maintain their social and cultural traditions amidst numerous
Indian and non-Indian enemies. Government officials, meanwhile, perceived them as a
potential danger to the settlement and economic development of the Rio Grande
frontier. Forced removal from their traditional homelands diminished their ability to
defend themselves and, as they attached themselves to the Mescalero Apaches and
the Tonkawas, the Lipans faded from written history in 1884. Thomas Britten has
scoured U.S. and Mexican archives in order to piece together the tangled tribal
history of these adaptable people, emphasizing the cultural change that coincided
with the various migrations and pressures they faced. The result is an interdisciplinary
study of the Lipan Apaches that focuses on their history and culture, their
relationships with a wide range of Indian and non-Indian peoples, and their responses
to the various crises and burdens that seemed to follow them wherever they went.
 
For eons the Texas Gulf Coast stretched undisturbed for nearly four
hundred miles of quiet wetlands and long beaches. The Karankawa Indians,
often maligned as cannibals, once lived there in harmony with land and
sea. Today the coast is rapidly being changed—being forced to give up its
limited resources. At tremendous economic risk, condominiums and whole
communities are being built there on shifting sands that offer little to
support the demands of large, permanent populations.
 
Maril’s book is a personal exploration of that coastline as seen through
the eyes of a professional researcher, traveler, and resident of the Texas
Coast. He describes the region’s unique beauty and its appeal for those
who want to escape crowded cities and colder climes. In exploring the
coast, its people, and its social myths, Maril offers modest solutions to its
problems: oil spills and toxic pollution, hurricanes, the displacement of
those who make their living from the sea, and, most importantly, the
destruction of the land itself in the name of development.
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